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Å Port Susan Bay: background and 
2012 restoration.

Å Site monitoring 2012-2016: 
emerging issues in the estuary.

Å Adaptive management planning 
discussion.

.

Overview



Port Susan Bay Preserve

Å Originally purchased by the Conservancy 
in 2001 (in part with SRFB funds)

Å 3,962 acres of estuarine 
tidelands/wetlands and 160 acres of 
diked, former tidal marsh

Å Spans Hatt Slough (south) and West Pass 
(north) distributary channels of 
Stillaguamish River

Å Restoration at this site realized almost 
half of the 2005 Stillaguamish Chinook 
wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ tƭŀƴΩǎ мл-yr goal (150 of 315 
total acres) 
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Add conservation intentions



Port Susan Bay Preserve: 

Restoration Objectives

Å Restore tidal wetlands

Å Improve juvenile salmonid access to 
restored habitats

Å Increase connection between river and 
northeastern Port Susan Bay

Å Provide emergency flood attenuation to 
neighboring landowners

Å BUT: The marsh is not resilient under 
current conditions; more work is needed
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2012 Restoration Work
Å Dike setback
Å Removed over 7,000 feet of outer dike, 

reconnecting 150 acres to estuary
Å Constructed 5,000-foot setback dike to 

maintain protection from tides

Å Created two channels to better connect 
restored marsh to exterior channels

Å Built flood attenuation and fish bypass 
structure to return floodwater and fish to river 
and estuary during flood event.


